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Art and Design Technology Policy 

 

Introduction  

Art and Design Technology are foundation subjects in the National Curriculum. This 

policy outlines the purpose, nature and management of Art and Design Technology in 

Grove Lea Primary School. The implementation of this policy is the responsibility of all 

teaching staff.  

 

Rationale  

Art is a powerful and very individual communication tool for our pupils. Through this 

media Grove Lea Primary School pupils can express their understanding of the world 

around them. Art combines the development of ideas and concepts, through to 

exploration and education of feeling, thus helping to educate the ‘whole’ child 

emotionally, aesthetically, spiritually, intellectually and socially. Due to the nature of 

the ‘arts’ and its diversity there is no ‘right’ or ‘wrong’ way to create a piece of art.  

Therefore our pupils can gain confidence and a feeling of achievement from whatever 

the end result may be. Art can be a very useful tool to encourage and celebrate pupils’ 

sensory exploration and development. We want all our pupils to experience a wide and 

varied Art Curriculum, which leaves them artistically curious. As such we offer 

additional opportunities through such as after-school art clubs.  

Design and Technology provides practical learning experiences, which make it accessible 

to all pupils. Pupils use knowledge and understanding from across the curriculum and 

apply them in practical activities. Designing and making real products that can be used, 

gives pupils a sense of real achievement and improves their self-esteem. They benefit 

from seeing their own progress and taking greater responsibility for their learning as 

they begin to evaluate the quality of their work.  

Pupils’ personal involvement with tasks often improves their attention span, persistence 

and commitment. Again, additional opportunities are offered.  At Grove Lea Primary 

school we deliver the Open Futures project and as part of that Cooking is taught to 

children through ‘Cook it’. 
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Objectives  

To: 

. Value and assess their own and others achievements.  

. Stimulate creativity and imagination, exploring and experiencing different techniques, 

materials, processes and textures.  

. Explore a tactile and sensory experience and provides a way to understand and 

respond to the world and communicate to others.  

. To learn about the place and role of art in life today as well as in different times and 

cultures.  

. Make choices and be involved in sensory and communication activities within a 

practical learning experience.  

. To consider the needs and preferences of others, as well as themselves, so helping to 

develop their social awareness.  

. To focus on design problems that are meaningful to them.  

. Work on personally motivated design tasks where they take ownership of their work 

and of their own learning.  

. Communicate using a range of methods avoiding over reliance on the written word.  

. Carry out practical tasks in which they can make a contribution to the development of 

individual or group projects, rather than working to predetermined goals.  

. Work within a flexible range of contexts and topics that can be adopted to suit 

individual interests and motivations.  

. Use ICT to realise, develop and enhance their work.  

. Work at their own pace and level, with appropriate staff support and intervention.  

. Experiment with and use colour, form, shape, texture and pattern.  

. Respond to and communicate what else they see, feel and think on their own and 

working with others.  

. have opportunities to share their finished work 

. have time to evaluate their work 
 

Further objectives related more to D&T :  

. Design and Technology educates our pupils to be able to actively participate in the 

changing technological world, as users, consumers, service makers, designers, 

innovators or observers.  

. D & T promotes decision – making, risk taking and an increase sense of personal worth 

through the production of quality outcomes.  

. Value judgements permeate all D&T activities and, in good practice, promote 

recognition of responsibility and caring attitudes.  

. Working with materials to produce something of quality and value can be an 

emotionally rewarding experience, which also nurtures the inner being. Collaborative 

group work in D&T promotes social interaction mirroring processes which exist in 

society outside school.  
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Entitlement:  

Pupils irrespective of gender, ability or age will be given opportunities to develop skills 

and understanding and realise their creativity, through a framework which provides 

them with:  

 Experiences in which they can succeed.  

 Tasks which are adapted.  

 Resources, which ensure equal access.  

The curriculum will be differentiated by resources, tasks, responses and outcomes. 

Appropriate provision will be made for pupils with physical and sensory impairments 

using technology, alternative means of communication and multi- sensory approaches.  

 

Implementation  

Opportunities for the development of capability will be identified within the long term 

planning for the whole school. Class teachers are responsible for planning and ensuring 

all children’s needs are met.  
 

Assessment  

The school will follow the National Curriculum, will be used to support teachers in 

breaking down the Key Skills. The Arts Leader will share an overview of topics linked to 

Target Tracker statements to enable class teachers to assess children in their class. 

Teachers will then make a judgement on their children’s attainment at the end of each 

acidic year against age-related expectations. This will be formally recorded on Target 

Tracker. Children’s assessments are reported to parents and governors.  

 

Recording Achievements  

Children’s work will be assessed and celebrated and then recorded with the school 

tracking system termly. Work will be photographed or recorded and filed in children’s 

topic books or class teacher evidence books. Work will be displayed regularly both in 

class displays and whole school displays.  Sketch books will be used to practise skills, 

plan and evaluate work.  
 

 

Provision for YG&T 

At Grove Lea Primary ‘gifted’ refers to children that are more able academically e.g. 

writing/mathematics. ‘Talented’ refers to children who are more able in a more creative 

channel e.g. gymnastics/music/art.  

‘probing’ application.  

 

More able gifted and talented children are recognised as a ‘group’ that is tracked with 

a particular focus in terms of pupil achievement by subject leaders and senior 

leadership team.  
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Pupil Premium  

Pupil Premium is the Government grant given to schools to support its ‘disadvantaged’ 

pupils. These are children whose families are eligible for free school meals or have ever 

been eligible for free school meals during their time at Grove Lea Primary School.  It is 

a statutory responsibility of all schools to publish on-line the level of Pupil Premium 

funding received and how the school has spent the Pupil Premium, the impact of the 

spending on learning outcomes for this group. This can be found on the school’s website 

by selecting the Pupil Premium tab.  

 

English as an Additional Language (EAL)  

EAL children alongside SEND, Pupil Premium, more able gifted and talented, cohort 

specific, are recognised as key groups to monitor achievement outcomes.  

 

Early Years Foundation Stage  

EYFS Expressive Arts and Design is a specific area of learning. Development in this 

area involves enabling children to explore and play with a wide range of media and 

materials, as well as providing opportunities and encouragement for sharing their 

thoughts, ideas and feelings through a variety of activities in art, music, movement, 

dance, role-play, and design and technology. We aim to deliver this through planned, 

purposeful activities, with a mix of adult-led and child-initiated activities (see EYFS 

policy for more detailed information).  

 

Health and Safety  

Risk assessments for equipment and procedures are completed. Refer to Health and 

Safety Policy.  

 

 
 




