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Vocabulary Properties of Materials Prior Knowledge 

Materials - What objects are made out of 

Properties - What the material is like and how it behaves  

Suitability - Having the properties which are right for a 

specific purpose  

Waterproof - Keeps the water out. Keeps things dry  

Flexible - Will bend easily  

Stiff - Will not bend  

Rough - Feels bumpy and textured  

Absorbent - Soaks up water  

Dull - Doesn’t reflect light, doesn’t look bright or shiny  

Shiny - Reflects light easily  

Opaque - Not see through  

Transparent - See through  

Translucent - Allows light through but no detail 
 

 Can distinguish between an object and the material from 

which it is made. 

 Can identify and name a variety of everyday materials 

including wood, plastic, glass, metal, water and rock. 

 Can describe simple physical properties of a variety of 

everyday materials. 

 Can compare and group together a variety of everyday 

materials on the basis of their simple physical properties. 

Property Testing 
 
 

 
 

Shapes of solid objects made from some materials can be changed Type of Science 
 

 
 

 

 

 


