
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Who was Ernest Shackleton? What can we discover about the Endurance Expedition? 

Prior Knowledge 

You should already know of the Earth’s continents and be able 
to link your knowledge of seasons, biomes and space to your 

learning about Antarctica.  
You may already know and be able to explain the difference 

between Antarctica and the Arctic.  

Year 6  Geography - Antarctica 

Key Vocabulary 

Antarctica Arctic Hemisphere 
Equator Tropic of Capricorn  Tropic of cancer  
Geography  Environment  Ice shelf  
Glacier  Climate change  Global warming  
Continent  Landmass  Pack ice 
Time zone  Longitude  Latitude  

Knowledge and Understanding 
Antarctica is located at the South Pole and is 
surrounded by the Southern Ocean.  
Antarctica is the fifth largest continent based on 
its size, but it is the smallest in population. 
There are no permanent residents.  
It is the driest and oldest continent on earth.  
It is classed as a desert due to the lack of rainfall.  
 

In mid-winter (around 21 June) there are 2 weeks 
when night lasts for 24 hours. 
  In summer (around Christmas) there are 2 
weeks when there is 24-hour sunlight.  
 Antarctica is the best place in the world to find 
meteorites.  
 The lowest ever recorded temperature was -89 
˚C 


